Milwaukee Line

Pulse Milwaukee Line Service Begins 2017

CONNECT WITH US!

Make the most of your commute.

Pulse is coming to Milwaukee Avenue!

Learn more about Pulse, sign up for project updates and send us
your thoughts at PaceBus.com/Pulse

The Pulse Milwaukee Line, which will connect you to major destinations between
the Golf Mill Shopping Center in Niles and the Jefferson Park Transit Center in
Chicago, is the first in Pace’s arterial rapid transit network. Look forward to shorter
wait times, limited stops, and a more enjoyable commuting experience beginning in
2017. Think of what you could be doing with the time you’ll save taking Pulse!

WHY YOU’LL LOVE PULSE:
> Enjoy the comfort of our modern stations
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• Real-time bus arrival signage will take the guesswork out of your commute
• You will stay warm during the winter in our heated station shelters
• Bike racks at Pulse stations will make connections convenient

> Stay connected on our new Pulse buses
550 W. Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-4412

Pace’s New Rapid
Transit Service

PaceBus.com/Pulse

Pulse, the next
generation of Pace
services, will provide
fast, frequent,
and reliable travel
between communities
throughout

• There will be free Wi-Fi and USB charging ports for your laptop, smart phone,
or tablet

• Digital and audio stop announcements will help you reach your destination
and connect to other transit routes

> Get there faster and easier

• You won’t need to plan ahead because Pulse will come every 10-15 minutes
• New innovative technology will reduce travel time and improve reliability
• Limited stops will keep you moving so you can reach your destination

Pulse will be fully accessible to passengers with disabilities. Pulse buses
have wheelchair ramps and Pulse stations have raised station platforms for
easier boarding.”

Chicagoland. Pulse
provides express bus
service using the
latest technology and
streamlined route
design.
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TAKE PULSE FROM THE STATION NEAR YOU
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?
Pace conducted an Environmental and Technical Study
to analyze existing conditions, potential environmental
impacts, and ways to mitigate potential impacts.
Preliminary study findings and station locations were
discussed at the first public meeting on April 22, 2015
in Niles. The final environmental documentation for the
Pulse Milwaukee Line was approved by the Federal
Transit Administration in September 2015. With input
from local communities, transit agencies, and the
public, the final station locations have been selected for
the Milwaukee Line and were presented at the second
public meeting on August 26, 2015 in Chicago.

CONNECTING AND
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES
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Pace’s first Pulse service will operate for 7 miles along
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Niles and the Jefferson Park Transit Center in Chicago. The
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Milwaukee Line will connect to a variety of transit services
including Pace and CTA local bus routes and the Niles Free
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EXISTING BUS SERVICE
Lawrence Ave

PULSE MILWAUKEE LINE
WEEKDAYS:
5:00 a.m. to midnight
Operates: Every 10 minutes during rush hours
Every 15 minutes during non-peak periods
Every 30 minutes from 10 p.m. to midnight

WEEKENDS:
5:30 a.m. to midnight on Saturdays
6:00 a.m. to midnight on Sundays
Operates: Every 15 minutes until 10 p.m.
Every 30 minutes from 10 p.m. to midnight

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY
To make Pulse a fast and reliable
travel option for passengers,

Pace will implement a Transit
Signal Priority (TSP) system.

TSP briefly shortens red lights or
extends green lights at selected
intersections to help buses

maintain on-time performance.

Emergency vehicles continue to have a higher priority, and
TSP only adjusts signal timing if it does not significantly
interfere with traffic flow.
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The demand for transit is strong and we’re excited to
bring Pulse to communities across northeastern Illinois.
We’re looking ahead and planning future Pulse Lines
along 24 key corridors, with seven priority routes to be
implemented within the next 10 years, including:

Milwaukee Avenue, between the Golf Mill Shopping Center in
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Pulse will not replace
Route 270; it will
complement existing
services by providing
amenities at the most
popular boarding
locations along
Milwaukee Avenue.
Most Route 270 stops along Milwaukee Avenue will
remain to serve riders between the Pulse stations.
While the Milwaukee Line will end at the Golf Mill
Shopping Center, passengers can transfer to other
Pace routes to reach destinations north of Golf Mill.

We envision a region fully connected by a
fast, frequent and reliable bus network.
Pulse will supplement rail and local bus routes
to bring economic development opportunities
and other benefits of transit to more communities.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now that the planning study and environmental review are complete,
Pace is working closely with local stakeholders along Milwaukee Avenue
and transit agencies to develop detailed design plans for the Milwaukee
Line stations. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2016 and the
Milwaukee Line will begin operating in 2017.

FUNDING

Thanks to a federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
grant, we’re able to begin operating the Milwaukee Line in 2017.
Total capital construction costs are estimated at approximately
$9.5 million and new vehicle costs are estimated at $4.5 million.

•
•
•
•

Milwaukee Avenue
Dempster Street
Harlem Avenue
Cermak Road

• Halsted Street
• 95th Street
• Roosevelt Road

“Pulse offers an opportunity for businesses along
Milwaukee Avenue to benefit from a sure-to-be-popular
bus service, bringing more people to their doors.”
- Harry Major, owner, Oak Mill Plaza

“We have many people who rely on public
transportation, which is why the Pulse Line is such a
wonderful thing for our community. It will significantly
improve transit service in the area, including
connections to our Niles Free Bus, making Niles an
even more ideal place to live, work and play.”
- Andrew Przybylo, Mayor, Village of Niles

“I’ve been working diligently with Pace to bring
the first Pulse line to Milwaukee Avenue. Refining
pedestrian and bicycle accommodations has been a
top priority, while ensuring that improvements such
as extended curbs at crossings, shortened crosswalks,
and bike racks at Pulse stations are part of the
plan. Pulse is key to creating a multimodal and safe
passageway for pedestrians and bicyclists, helping new
and existing customers access businesses along the
Milwaukee corridor. The Pulse service is in line with my
revitalization efforts and vision for the 45th Ward.”
- John Arena, Alderman, 45th Ward
PaceBus.com/Pulse  |  Pulse Milwaukee Line  |

PAGE 3

